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Introducing Hilltown Law
Attorney Emily Smith-Lee has opened a n office in Chester, and is offering a series
of free classes covering Estate planning, Business law, and Tennant/ Landlord
rights, at the VEC in Chester, and the Hilltown CDC in Chesterfield. See page 6

Housing Rehab
Grants available
Got an old house
in the Hilltowns
that needs repair? The Housing Rehabilitation Program
may be able to help if you qualify.
Program focuses on Low and moderate income households
See page 11 for more details

In This Issue:
Business support

Do you want to write? Do you need to write?
Do you absolutely hate to write? Did you
know that writing (with a pen and paper)
can help unblock your blockages and unstick
your stickages? It’s verifiably true.
Join Mimi Ross in discovering, or rediscovering, the exhilarating
and healing power of writing. You don’t need to be a good writer, speller or a professional grammarian to join the class.
See page 8 to learn more

Village Closet: Now at Gateway!

SHAEC Program Director
Michele Kenney
Friends of SHAEC is a non-profit
501(c)3 organization that supports the
work and outreach of SHAEC. This
newsletter would not be possible
without the fundraising efforts of the
Friends of SHAEC.

Writers Workshop:
Mimi Ross

The Village Closet, a free donation center that focuses on baby, maternity and
children’s clothes and supplies, is opening at the Gateway Middle School in
Huntington. Join them for the grand opening February 13th, 4-7pm. Run by the
Hilltown nonprofit “It Takes a Village,” the Village Closet is open to all families,
regardless of income or town of residence. It Takes a Village was founded in
2009 and serves approximately 1,500 families each year with its 3 programs:
The Village Closet, free home visits to Hilltown families with babies, and parent support groups, classes
and workshops. Volunteers are needed in several areas: (Continued page 5)
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Free Tax Prep in the Hilltowns
The Hilltown CDC is now an
AARP Tax-Aide provider,
offering free tax prep in
Chester, Chesterfield, and
Williamsburg.
See Page 3

All classes are FREE for Hilltown Residents!

Self Serve DTA Kiosk at the
Hilltown CDC!
Check balances,
track you application, and more.
See page 7

www.SHAEC.org
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Business and Tax Help for Hilltowners
Southern Hilltowns
Adult Education Center

Hilltown
Community
Development
387 Main Road,
Chesterfield

Understanding Small
Business taxes:
The Schedule C
Chester:
Tuesday Feb 24th, 6-8pm
Snow Date: Monday March 2nd.
Chesterfield:
Wednesday, Feb 12th, 6-8pm,
Snow Date: Tuesday March 10th.
Are you self-employed or received a 1099MISC? Accountant Dorine
Lasky will show you what expenses can be deducted to get the best
refund possible, how to keep track of your income and expenses, and
how to avoid paying tax penalties to the IRS.
This class will help you file your own 2019 tax return or gather necessities for your personal tax accountant.
Pre-registration is essential: Call 413354-1055, online at SHAEC.org, or email
Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
with your contact information, and
choice of session/ location.

at the
Village Enterprise Center
26 Main St, Chester

What’s Depreciation, and how can it
help you lower your tax bill?
Chester:
Tues. Feb 18th, 6-8pm
Snow Date: Mon. March 16th
Chesterfield:
Wed. Feb 26th, 6-8pm
Snow Date:
Wed March 11, 6-8pm
As a business owner or landlord, you can lower your tax liability by
depreciating certain assets over time. Tangible property such as
buildings, rental property, equipment vehicles, machinery and
furniture can often be depreciated to help lower your bottom line.
Dorine Lasky will help you understand the advantages of depreciation, as well as what your legal responsibility is when you depreciate an asset.
Pre-registration is essential: Call 413-354-1055, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com—or online at www.SHAEC.org with
your contact information, and choice of session/ location.

QuickBooks
Otis Town Hall: Wed. February 19th, 5:30-8:30pm
Chester: Wed. March 4th 5:30-8:30pm * Snow Date: Tues. March 31st
Chesterfield: Thurs. March 12th, 5:30-8:30pm * Snow Date Thurs. March 26th.
Do you currently use Quickbooks? Not sure your getting the most out of it? Learn how to customize Quickbooks specifically to your business
needs. In this class Dorine gives a 3 hour overview of QuickBooks, as she discusses the following topics: Chart of Accounts, Budgets, Accounts Payable and Vendors Payroll, Customers and Sales, and Bank Reconciliation. Both Online or desktop Quickbooks are relevant.
The class is geared towards current users or small business who are thinking of investing in QuickBooks. Bring your questions! Preregistration is essential: Call 413-354-1055, or email MicheleK@hilltowncdc.org with choice of session/ location and contact info. Or register
online at www.SHAEC.org

ALL Classes are FREE for Hilltown Residents!

www.SHAEC.org
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Business Support in Chester and Chesterfield
Small Business Administration Business
Smart Workshops
February 20th and 27th , 5:30 – 7pm
VEC 26 Main St
Chester

Grantwritng
Monday April 20th, 6-8pm
Hilltown CDC: 387 Main
Rd, Chesterfield

Monday May 4th, 6-8pm

VEC: 26 Main St. Chester
Thinking about starting a business? Looking to grow your current business? Learn about SBA programs and services that are available to prospective or current entrepreneurs who need assistance in starting or
expanding their businesses. Information will be provided on the following programs and services:

•
•
•
•
•

Need cash for your non-profit, municipality, farm, or other organization? Learn the basics on how to research and identify potential
foundations and government funders that accept grant proposals
to fund your project or program, as well as how to prepare and
submit a grant to a potential funder.
Presenter Dave Christopolis is the Executive Director of Hilltown
CDC located in Chesterfield, MA, and has successfully written millions of dollars worth of grants for a variety of nonprofit organizations throughout the region.

key steps to getting your
business off the ground
financing options
what banks look for when
lending money
local resources available
And Much More !

Pre-registration is essential for this
class, as seating is limited.

Call 413-354-1055, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
to preregister, or register online at www.SHAEC.org

WordPress Website Workshop
22nd 5:30-7pm

VEC, Chester: Wed, April
Hilltown CDC, Chesterfield
Thurs, May 7th 5:30-7pm

Paul Stallman, Owner and web guru of Alias Solutions will help you find
solutions to your word press website challenges. Need a shopping cart?
Having difficulty updating your site?
There are an infinite number of plug-ins and applications that can be
used to enhance your website - from calendars to sending out customer
emails– Paul has designed hundreds of Word Press websites, and can
help you create the website that both suits your needs, and your pocketbook. Many plug-ins and website applications are free! Let Paul guide
you to create the website of your
dreams.
Please preregister, stating which date/
location you prefer. Call 413-354-1055,
or email
Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com or
signup on line at www.shaec.org

Call 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com with your
contact information and the date and
location you are registering for.

Free Tax prep for low to
moderate income
households

The Hilltown CDC is now an AARP Tax-Aide provider, offering free
tax prep in Chester, Chesterfield, and Williamsburg for Tax year
2019. Day, evening, and weekend appointments are available.
Household income must be $58000 less, no self employment , farm,
or rental income.
Call for an appointment to
see if you qualify, and for list
of documents for your appointment.
413-296-4536 x 100. Leave a
message with your contact
information and your choice
of location.

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
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Support for Businesses and Organizations
Biztro: Drop-in
support for small
businesses

Jeanne LeClair: Economic
Development Director for the
Selected
Gateway Collaborative

Monday evenings
5-7pm
At the Chester VEC
February 10th / March 23th
April 13th / May 11th

Social Media Marketing
for Business
Wednesday, February 19th,
6pm-7:30pm or
Wednesday, April 29th, 6pm-7:30pm
VEC, Chester

Need help with your business website? Want to talk about marketing & advertising? Just want to review your business plan? Got
a great idea you really want to run by someone? Stop by a business-bistro “Biztro” session anytime and get hands-on help with
broad range of projects to make your small business flourish in
the Hilltowns!
Preregistration, appreciated.
Please call 413-354-1055 or email
Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com or
online at www.shaec.org

A great way to find customers is to meet them right where they are. An
increasing number of Hilltown residents are using social media to connect not only with friends and family, but local businesses and brands
that they support and utilize. Making well designed posts on Instagram
and Facebook and using photography and tasteful text can help encourage social media users to become customers and help get your
name and products out there. Class will cover some basic graphic design & copywriting, using google slides, Facebook, and Instagram.
Please bring your phone, laptop or other electronic device.
Call to preregister at 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com. Or register online at www.SHAEC.org

Starting an Airbnb

Got an extra room in your house, apartment above the garage, or small
cottage on your property? Perhaps you want to consider renting out your
space for extra income?

Wednesday, March 11
Or Wednesday April 8
6-7:30 pm
VEC 26 Main Street,
Chester

Airbnb can help you find tenants, protect your security and privacy, and
takes care of collecting payments from your clients. It’s free to sign up as
a guest host. Class led by Jeanne LeClair. Pre-registration is encouraged.
Please call 413-354-1055 or email with your contact information to Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com Or register online at www.SHAEC.org

Get your business on the Map - join JLBA by March 1st
Get your business on the 2020 Jacob’s Ladder Business Association Hilltowns Destination Map: Join JLBA
now until March 1, 2020 to guarantee your place on the 2020 Hilltown Destinations Map! Do you have a business based in the Hilltowns? Would you like the support of a growing dynamic group with 28 years of experience, whose aim is to help you grow your business? Join the Jacob’s Ladder Business Association.
Yearly membership fee of just $75.00 gets you in the map, on our JLBA web site, social media promotion, networking opportunities, special events and business support/education and so much more! Don’t miss your
opportunity to get your business known throughout the Hilltowns and beyond.
Contact JLBA Membership Director Michele Kenney at 413-354-1055, or email JacobsLadderBA@gmail.com
Learn more at www.JLBA.org. Come to the February monthly meeting at the Blue Note Café/Classic Pizza, 29
Main Street, Chester, Thursday, February 13th, 6pm - 8pm.

ALL Classes are FREE for Hilltown Residents!

www.SHAEC.org
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Drop in Computer/phone help
Drop in Help in Huntington and Russell
Middlefield by appointment.

Middlefield
By appointment
413- 354-1055

Got a new phone? Need help? Can’t find your photos?
Come to our Question and Answer Sessions, and get the
help that you need. No appointment necessary, just stop
by for friendly, compassionate assistance with your computer, phone, or android device. Learn at your own pace
without frustration.
Phone and Computer help is available for residents of Middlefield at the Village Enterprise Center by appointment, by
calling 354-1055. Please leave a message, if necessary.
Computer tech assistance is available through the Community Development block grant, for the towns of Huntington, Russell and Middlefield for the year 2020.

Huntington

The Village Enterprise Center
26 Main St Chester

Huntington
Tuesdays 2-4pm

Russell

3rd Fridays

1st & 3rd Thursdays

March-May

Stanton Hall, 26 Russell
Road, Huntington

Third
Fridays
10am-12
at Stanton
Hall, 26
Russell Rd

Russell Senior Center at
the Russell Town Hall:
65 Main St, 2nd floor

First and
Third
Thursdays,
10am-12
Russell
Senior
Center

Huntington Public
Library, 7 East Main
Street, Huntington

Tuesdays,
2-4pm March
10- May 27th

It Takes a Village: Looking for Volunteers
Village Closet cont.
Volunteers are needed on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons at
the Village Closet to help sort donations and assist patrons with their
items.
Love babies? Are you free during the day? Become a home visit
volunteer for a Hilltown family in need. Volunteers are trained to
assist families with newborns. Help a local family by holding a baby while the parent showers or takes a
nap, help with light chores or errands- anything to make life a little easier for a postpartum family.
It Takes a Village is excited to be at their new location in Huntington and look forward to serving the
community. For more information on volunteering, or for any of their programs, email info@hilltownvillage.org or call 413-650-3640.
Visit their website at: www.hilltownvillage.org or Facebook www.facebook.com/HilltownVillage

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com

Page 6

A publication of The Friends of The Southern Hilltowns Adult Education Center | Spring 2020

Business Law Chester and Chesterfield
Hilltown Law: SLNLAW
Emily Smith-Lee has been an attorney in Massachusetts for 23 years. She is the owner and founder of slnlaw, a
law firm that has recently opened an office in Chester. Emily and her team help individuals and small business
owners with business law, employment law, and estate planning. Emily has been named on the Massachusetts
Super Lawyers list every year since 2013, and was named one of Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly's Lawyers of the
Year for 2018. Emily can be reached at 667-2322, or learn more at Hilltownlaw.com

How & Why to Incorporate Your
Business
Thursday February 20th, 6-7:30pm,
Hilltown CDC Chesterfield
Thursday March 5th, 6-7:30pm
VEC Chester
Understand the difference between operating as a sole proprietorship or dba and forming a business entity, what your business entity options are, and how you can get it done. Topics
include:
• Protecting your personal assets with a corporation
• The difference between an LLC and an S Corp
• How to incorporate in Massachusetts
• When you need a lawyer and when you can do it yourself
Call 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
to preregister, giving the date and location of the class you
would like to attend, or register online at www. SHAECorg.

Landlord/Tenant Clinic
Thursday March 26th, 6-7:30pm
VEC, Chester
Both owners and tenants should understand the landlord/
tenant laws in Massachusetts. Topic includes:
• Security deposits- should you take them, and what requirements do you have to follow if you do
• What rights the tenant has without a written lease
• Required legal process for ending a tenancy and recovering
possession
• Tenants' legal rights during and after tenancy
Call 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com to
preregister, or register online at www. SHAECorg.

Protecting Your Brand and Business Name
Thursday March 19th, 6-7:30
Hilltown CDC Chesterfield
Thursday April 2nd,
VEC Chester 6-7:30pm
Learn how to use trademark and copyright to secure legal protection for
your business name, taglines and logos you use in your business, and
your creative work. Topic includes:
• What kinds of things can be protected by trademark laws
• Free resources to check if anyone else has trademarked a name or
tagline
• Protecting your brand online by acquiring domains
• How to get trademark protection
How to protect yourself when paying someone else to develop images,
written content, or other creative work.
Call 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com to preregister, giving the date and location of the class you would like to attend, or
register online at www. SHAECorg.

Estate planning basics
Thursday April 16th, 6-7:30pm HCDC Chesterfield
Thursday, May 7th 6-7:30pm VEC Chester
A brief course on the basic elements of an estate plan in Massachusetts,
including:
• What happens to your assets if you pass without a will
• How can you avoid or minimize the need to go to probate court
• When you need to worry about Massachusetts estate taxes
• How to keep assets intact and in the family (land or a family business)
• How to protect assets from assisted living/nursing home care costs
• Addressing unique circumstances like a blended family, a family
member with special needs, and more
Call 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com to preregister, or register online at www. SHAECorg.

ALL Classes are FREE for Hilltown Residents!

www.SHAEC.org
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Google Photos and Excel Formulas: In Chester
Doing More with Google Photo
Thursdays March 12 & 19 VEC Chester (Two part class)
Can’t find the photos you took on your phone? Want to create memories that last longer then a Social media post?
Learn the many things you can do with Google Photo.
From free storage and automatic organization of your photos, to creating digital photo albums, movies, or a collage ;
Google photos offers much more then storage, filters, and sharing of your memories.
Join SHAEC teacher Heather Morgan in this two-part class, to learn the many things
already available to you at your fingertips. Google photos is the safe choice for your
personal and professional photos.
Call 413-354-1055 to reserve your spot, Or Email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or
register online at www.SHAEC.org

Excel Formulas for the real world
Thursdays, April 16 & 30 6-8 pm
(Two Part Class)
VEC, 26 Main Street, Chester

Whether you use Google Sheets, Excel, or Open office, or another spreadsheet
program, learning to create formulas will help you make sense out of your
spreadsheet Data. Whether you're new to spreadsheets or are a more advanced spreadsheet user, this class is designed to show you how to use excel formulas and functions to solve real-life problems.
In this two-part class, we’ll begin with the basics of creating formulas and gradually works up to some more advanced formulas.
Taught by SHAEC teacher Heather Morgan, you’ll be able to learn the basics of using excel formulas, and applying it to help you in everyday
life. Call 413-354-1055 to reserve your spot, Or Email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or register online at www.SHAEC.org
Bring your laptop, or call to let us know to have one of our classroom laptops reserved for your use.

Self Serve DTA Kiosk at the Hilltown CDC!
There is an official Department of Transitional Assistance Kiosk at the Hilltown CDC,
387 Main Road, Chesterfield, MA with access to the DTA Connect mobile application and website.
At the Kiosk you can fill out Apply for Benefits, get your SNAP Interim Report form and your
SNAP Recertification form.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

View and manage your case status,
Check your EBT card balance,
Find out when your benefits will next be issued,
Upload and submit a document,
Find out if documents you’ve sent to DTA have been processed,
Get alerts for upcoming appointments
Get alerts for important deadlines or actions

•
•
•
•

Update your contact
information
Read Recent Notices sent by DTA
Request to have a letter mailed to you showing the amount of
benefits you receive.
See local contact information for DTA.

The Kiosk can be accessed Monday through Friday from 9am-5pm,
excluding holidays.

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
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Resources for Writers
Writers Workshop:
for Writers and Wannabe/Need to Be Writers
March 10th, 17th, and 24th, 6:30-8:30pm
VEC: 26 Main St Chester
The practice of writing can help you solve problems, lead you out of depression and even bad circumstances and into your dreams and goals.
It can help you get that project done and that room uncluttered, even though it has nothing to do with writing. The pen truly is mightier than
the sword, the vacuum cleaner and sometimes even the analysts’ couch. You’ve never experienced a writing workshop like this one before!
Join Mimi on this incredible journey of unlocking creativity, productivity, and mental clarity.
Call 413-354-1055 to reserve your spot, Or Email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or register online at
www.SHAEC.org
Mimi Caban Ross is a Life and Business/Social Media and Creativity Strategist who resides in the Hilltowns. Mimi is
also a piano, music theory and vocal coach as well as the author of the upcoming book The Shalom Lifestyle: Crafting a Nothing Missing, Nothing Broken Kind of Life. She has published a FREE resource on recovery: You Don’t Have
to White Knuckle It: The Recovering Addict’s Tool Kit. If you would like a free copy of this resource, send an email to
theshalomlifestyle@gmail.com to request one. She is the creator of the Shalom Lifestyle Concept and the Binge Visioning Technique (BVT) which have both helped many people throughout North America. She is also a singer/
songwriter and pianist. Mimi's Blog: https://mimicabanross.wordpress.com/ Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/TheShalomLifestyleWithMimiRoss/

Create letters, resumes, and more
Using MS Word
Thursday, February 13th, 6-8pm
VEC 26 Main St. Chester
Need to create a
Resume, letter, or
other professional
document? Microsoft
Word allows you to
create a variety of
documents with
ease.
In this class, you'll
learn how to navigate the Word interface and become familiar with
some of its most important features, such as the Ribbon, Quick
Access Toolbar, and Backstage view. You will also learn how to
create and open documents, use templates, saving and sharing,
formatting text and your document. Taught by SHAEC teacher
Heather Morgan.

Formatting Your Document: From
Headers and footers, to table of contents
Thursday, May 21th, 6-8 pm
VEC 26 Main St. Chester
From Headers and footers, to table of contents– Word offers quick
easy solutions to your formatting challenges. You’ve created a great
piece of writing– now let SHAEC teacher Heather Morgan show you
how to easily create a table of contents, bibliography or works cited
page, page numbers, and more. Give your writing the professional
polish that it deserves.
Call 413-354-1055 to reserve your spot, Or Email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or register online at www.SHAEC.org

Call 413-354-1055 to reserve your spot,
Or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or register online at
www.SHAEC.org

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
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Sustainability
CBD: Learn the Facts about Cannabinoid Oil
Friday, March 13th, 5:30-7:30pm
The Village Enterprise Center, 26 Main Street, Chester
Have you heard about CBD? Cannabinoid Oil can help with a variety of ailments including pain, anxiety and
depression. In this presentation, you will learn about CBD and what health concerns it has been used to treat. You will learn the different products available and
how they interact with your system.
We will discuss the difference between CBD and THC and hemp, learn what products are available, and how to shop
for what will be most effective for you. Preregistration is Essential: Please call 413-354-1055, or email SouthernhilltownsAEC@gmail.com, or register online at www.SHAEC.org
Doreen Kruger is an Occupational therapist with over 20 years of experience in assisting people in the community to
maximize health and wellness. She has created the business Healthy and Free to educate people on the use of CBD
and other alternative health options. One of the companies Doreen represents is Core Extractions:
www.coreextractions.com. Doreen can be reached at dkruger10@comcast.net or 413-297-4057

Fermenting Basics: At the Rabbit Hole
Tuesday, April 7th, 6pm
144 Huntington Rd, Worthington, MA 01098

Chef Hunt Chase
At The Rabbit Hole

Learn the basics of lacto fermentation from an expert fermenter! Explore the wonders of the 2% salt solution, as
you learn the wide variety of foods that can be fermented. We will be introducing the
proper methodology for creating ferments . This ancient preservation skill is coming
back into vogue ! You can make healthy lively food at home.
Please preregister with SHAEC at 413-354-1055 or Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com,
or register online at www.SHAEC.org
This Free class will be taught by Hunt Chase; an avid fermenter of 12 years and owner/
chef at The Rabbit Hole in Worthington, Located in at the Fiddlehead Inn, across from
the RH Conwell School. Stop in to sample Hunt’s delectable delights, with outa -sight
burgers from locally sourced meats, and sizzling smoked specials on the weekends.
Check out their menu at https://thefiddleheadinn.com/restaurant-menu/ Or see what fun events and specials
are on tap on their Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/rabbitholeworthington/

Weather Cancellation Policy
SHAEC’s classes are generally cancelled when classes and activities in the
Gateway School District are cancelled. Cancellations are also noted on
our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernHilltownsAdultEd
If you are in question about a class being held, please email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
We encourage pre-registration so that we may contact class participants
in the event of any class scheduling change.

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
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Join Western Mass Hilltown Hikers to explore trails of Western Mass.

Littleville Dam, Huntington
Saturday February 22th10am

Hike Rating: Easy with some slopes
1.25 Mile Loop Huntington Walks is the newest walking/
hiking map in Huntington. Join us and the Huntington COA to hike two of the 14 mapped routes
in town! Littleville Lake is located at 32 Goss Hill Road, Huntington, MA 01050.
Be prepared for ice and snow, bring spikes and walking sticks. We will park at the Ranger Station
if the Boat launch is not plowed.
For more information email westernmasshilltownhikers@aol.com. Plan for two hours hike time.
Full hike details go to westernmasshilltownhikers.com or see their facebook page. Maps and
bottled water will be provided. Dogs are welcome! No registration required, hike is free, donations are welcome!

The Boulders, Dalton
Saturday March 28th 10am
Hike Rating: Easy with some slopes

Approx. 5 miles total with several loops

The 645 acres of The Boulders provide more than six miles of trails plus the dramatic boulders that
give the area its name and offer a vista to the west. There are four blazed trails through hemlock
forest, wetlands. This property is located within the city limits of Pittsfield, yet when you are on the
trails it doesn’t seem that way. The land use history of this property has resulted in diverse forests
including large and old trees.
The trail is wide in most places and sometimes rocky; road gently climbs upward on the summit section. Be prepared for ice, snow and mud;
bring walking sticks and spikes. Meet in the Dalton Avenue trailhead parking lot on Route 8, across (and slightly to the right) of the Hubbard
Avenue intersection. For more information email westernmasshilltownhikers@aol.com. Plan for two hours hike time. Full hike details go to
westernmasshilltownhikers.com or see their facebook page. Maps and bottled water will be provided. Please be aware that there are no
facilities at the trail. Dogs are welcome! No registration required, hike is free, donations are welcome!

Becket Quarry
Saturday April 18th 10am
Hike Rating: Moderate,
depending on trail option,
up to 4 miles.
Explore the Quarry and
surrounding woods trails
of the former ChesterHudson Quarry, which was
in operation form 1860-1960, and played a key role in the development of the town of Becket and surrounding area. Learn more at
Becketlandtrust.org
Meet at the Trailhead parking lot on Quarry Road. For information
email westernmasshilltownhikers@aol.com. Plan for two hours hike
time. More details at westernmasshilltownhikers.com or see their
facebook page. Maps and bottled water provided. Dogs are welcome! No registration required, hike is free, donations are welcome!

Unkamits Path

Gobble Mountain Chester
Saturday, May 9th 10am.
Hike Rating: Can be challenging or difficult at times. Uphill and steep rocks in
the climb.
Also known as the white dot trail, or the
U.P; Unkamits Path is named after the
Indian guide that led the early settlers
through the Westfield River Valley.
Incredible views of downtown Chester
from mountain top vistas. Park at the parking lot t the end of
Hampden Street, at the Route 20 intersection. Cross the road to
trail marker on Route 20.
For more info: email westernmasshilltownhikers@aol.com. Plan
two hours hike time. Details at westernmasshilltownhikers.com
Maps and bottled water will be provided. Please be aware that
there are no facilities at the trail. Dogs are welcome! No registration required, hike is free, donations are welcome!

ALL Classes are FREE for Hilltown Residents!

www.SHAEC.org

A publication of The Friends of The Southern Hilltowns Adult Education Center | Spring 2020

Page 11

Prepare for the High School Equivalency Test (HiSet)
Tutoring at your pace: GED/HiSet
Need your GED/ High School Equivalency Degree, but fitting it in? Call to schedule a time that works for
you. We have Tutors in all subject areas that will help you achieve your goals . Don’t wait any longer, the
best time to start is now. Tutoring locations in Chester, Russell, and Huntington. Call 413-354-1055, Or
email SouthernhilltownsAEC@gmail.com

HiSet Writing:
Opportunity is Knocking
February 24th-April 17th
Mondays 3:30-5:30pm
Fridays by appointment

Russell Public
Library

162 Main Street Russell
Don’t let this opportunity pass by. Sign up today to work with Marilyn
to work with you to develop your writing skills to pass the HiSet
tests, then continue on to fulfil your dreams -whether to further your
education, begin a new career, or write that business plan. The High
School Equivalency Test (HiSet) gives adult learners a new way to
finish high school and get on a new path. Let’s start yours.
GED/HiSet Writing Teacher Marilyn Antonucci can help you improve
your reading strategies and skills, learn how to write an essay, and
develop test taking skills.
Class meets at the Russell Public Library, 162
Main Street, Russell, on Mondays from 3:305:30pm, and Fridays by appointment to work
with students individually. Beginning Monday
February 24th, through April 17th.
Call today to preregister: 413-354-1055, or email
Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com or sign up
online at www.SHAEC.org
For Residents of Gateway School District .

Your Class Here
Have you got a skill, talent, or passion to share? SHAEC is able to
offer a wide variety of courses thanks to volunteers that contributed their time and talents to teach classes in their community.
Contact SHAEC Program Director Michele Kenney with your ideas:
at 413-354-1055 or email: Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
Together we can make a difference.
Tax deductible donations can be sent to Friends of SHAEC:
26a Main Street, Chester, MA 01011

Finding a Job Online
Thursday, June 4th, 6-8pm, VEC Chester
The Internet is an essential part of any
job search. But it can be difficult to
know where to begin. You'll learn how
to use job search engines and job alerts
to find job opportunities. We'll talk
about how to respond to an online job
posting, and how to stay safe when searching for a position. Please
bring your phone, laptop or other electronic device, or let us know if
you need to use one of our laptops.
Call to preregister at 413-354-1055 or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com, or preregister online, at
WWW.SHAEC.org

Housing Rehab Grants available
The Housing Rehabilitation Program
provides forgivable loans for income qualified homeowners to make repairs to their
homes.
These loans have NO PAYMENTS and NO
INTEREST and are forgiven over 15 years,
and all work is completed by licensed
contractors.
The program works to eliminate building code violations and unsafe
or unhealthy housing conditions.
For more information, an application, or to see if you qualify, please
contact the correct office for the town in which you reside:
For the towns of Chester, Huntington, Russell, Blandford or Middlefield, please contact Shirley Stephens, Senior Housing Coordinator at 413-781-6045 or sstephens@pvpc.org.
For the towns of Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Peru, Plainfield, Williamsburg, and Worthington Please contact Paula S. Bilodeau, Program Manager, at (413) 296-4536, ext. 123 or email
paulab@hilltowncdc.org

Call 413-354-1055 to register, or email Southernhilltownsaec@gmail.com
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Classes offered by:
Hilltown Community Development
387 Main Road, Chesterfield, MA 01012

Local Postal Customer

The Friends of The Southern
Hilltowns Adult Education Center
SouthernhilltownsAEC@gmail.com
26 Main Street, Chester, MA 01011
www.SHAEC.org 413-354-1055

ECRWSS

Serving Hilltown Residents
Since 1999

Classes in Chester, Huntington, Russell, and Chesterfield
Southern Hilltowns Adult Education Center’s fall offerings of
Free classes and workshops, in partnership with the Hilltown CDC

•

Learn the fact about CBD

•

Sustainability: Fermenting!

•

Small Business Accounting & Law

•

Group hikes in the Hilltowns

•

Excel/ Google Photo/ and Job search

www.shaec.org

•

GED/ HiSet prep, Writers Workshop

(413) 354-1055

•

Drop in Phone and Computer help

SouthernhilltownsAEC@gmail.com

SHAEC is a program of the UMASS Partner for Worker Education Program, and is funded by a Community Development Block Grant from the Mass Dept. of
Housing and Community Development, through the lead town of Russell, in partnership with Huntington and Middlefield. Additional funding through the
Hilltown Community Development Corporation, MGCC grant, and the generosity of volunteers and private donors.

